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Workshop Topics

* Understanding the Role of the College Admission

nles of Essay Questions



Role of the Admission Essay

* As a transfer student, the essay is an important part of your

admission application for the University of California and
most private and out-of-state universities.

* The essay is not read in isolation but with all the
information you provide in your application.




Role of the Admission Essay

* Is an opportunity to provide information that gives
readers a context for your accomplishments.




Role of the Admission Essay

* Allows you to add information that you

couldn't work into the other parts of the
application.




USC - Examples of Essay Questions

e Students must complete the Essay, Short Answers, and Quick Takes.

* Essay Question - Please write an essay of approximately 500-700
words (typically about two double-spaced pages) on one of following

topics:

—~ The 18th-century French philosopher Denis Diderot said, “Only passions
evate€ C Cd C 0 Dd
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USC - Examples of Essay Questions

* Short Answers - Please answer questions 1 through 3. Question 4
is optional.

— 1. Tell us about an activity that is important to you, and why.

- 2. Describe your academic interests and how you plan to
pursue them at USC. (Transfers only: Please be sure to address




USC - Examples of Essay Questions

* Quick Takes - On a separate sheet, please respond to each of
the following in one sentence or less. (A single word may

suffice.) These questions have no right or wrong answers.

— Three words that describe you

- Favorite leisure activity



Westmont

* Essay Questions (2 required). Each essay

should contain 300-600 words.

— #1. Westmont encourages students to learn more
about the Christian faith and to develop Christian




Michigan State University

* Personal Statement - Michigan State University is interested
in learning more about your background, talents, and
egperiences and how you plan to apply them to your MSU
education and future. Choose one of the personal essay
topics below and write a short essay of up to 400 words.

- Based on your life experiences, how do you anticipate contributing to
the cultural life of Michigan State University?

- In view of your educational experiences and the socio-economic
environment in which you grew up, provide an example of a
challenge you faced. How did you overcome or strive to overcome this
challenge?

- Describe a specific experience when you learned about a culture
different from your own and how it affected or did not affect your
worldview.




SUNY - Albany

* PERSONAL STATEMENTS - Respond to both
questions.

— Please describe your reasons for seeking admission



The UC Admission Essa

e Referred to as the Personal Statement.

* A critical element in the admission review process for UC
Berkeley and UCLA.




UC Personal Statement Prompts

* You will write two essays in response to these prompts.
The length of each response is up to you, but neither
one should be less than 250 words and the combination
of both responses should not exceed 1,000 words.

— Prompt #1. What is your intended major? Discuss how your
interest in the subject developed and describe any experience
you have had in the field — such as volunteer work,
internships and employment, participation in student
organizations and activities — and what you have gained from
your involvement.

— Prompt #2. Tell us about a personal quality, talent,
accomplishment, contribution or experience that is important




UC Personal Statement Prompts

e Additional Comments (500 word maximum)
* Prompt - Describe anything else that you have not had an
opportunity to include elsewhere in your application.

- You can use the Additional Comment section to clarify or expand on
important details. Some possible information:




Where Do I Start?

e Start with the preparation work before you

begin to write your essay.

* Two Key Areas of Preparation:

- Investigate and explore your audience.
e Find out as much as vyou can about the universities you




Where Do I Start?

* Can the Transfer Center assist me in doing the
preparation?

* Yes. We have developed a Workbook for



Where Do I Start?

* Before you write your personal statement, complete the
application.

By completing the application instead of jumping right into the
essay you can identify key patterns in your academic record and
extracurricular choices and anticipate the inferences that readers
will make about your academic profile.




Tips for Writing the Essay/Personal Statement

Get Personal - A successful essay is the one where the reader
learns about you and your life.

Details, Details, Details - Use details to personalize your essay
and to make it more interesting to read.

Be Honest - Write about what really happened and who you



Tips for Writing the Essay/Personal Statement

* Write responses that get right to the point. Don't worry

about being abrupt — you need to get your
information out there.




Mechanics of Writing the Essay

Be original - be yourself.
The body of each paragraph must

relate to the first sentence of the
Tell a story - your story. paragraph.

Remember to put things in the words et nsions
and language with which you are :
comfortable. Don’t use big, fancy




Steps to Writing an Excellent Essay

-
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After You Have Written Your Essa:

* Stop by the SBCC LRC to have your essay
reviewed for grammar and spelling.




y/Personal Statement with the
Checklist

* Does your personal statement do the * In the Personal Statement did you:

following things: - Describe any unusual
circumstances or challenges you

~ Assist the reader in learnin have faced?
about you as an individual?

Discuss how you responded to
our unusual circumstances or




For Additional Information/Assistance

General Websites
o http://www.collegeboard.com/apply/essay_skills/

» http://collegeapps.about.com/od/collegeessay/a/brainstorm.htm

nese/essays.htm




For Additional Information/Assistance

UC Websites

UCSB:http://www.universi
rsonal statement.html

UC Berkley: http://students.berkeley.edu/apa/personalstatement/index.htm

UC Davis: http://admissions.ucdavis.edu/admissions/personal statement.cfm




Transfer Center
Drop-In Assistance Hours
SS 140

Now thru October 31st Nov. 2nd — Dec. 11th

Tues: 9am-12 pm & Tues: 9am-12 pm &
1-6pm 1-6pm




Questions?
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