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Santa Barbara City College Annual Faculty Lectures

This is the 27th in a series of lectures wherein a distinguished Santa Barbara City College faculty member is chosen by colleagues to

deliver an address on a scholarly subject of general interest.

The criteria for selection:

e Qutstanding classroom teaching, counseling, or librarianship

* Unselfish, dedicated faculty service to Santa Barbara City College
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About the Lecturer

James Chesher was born on New Years Day, 1942, Aided by a midwife,
Jim’s mother, Melita Castillo, gave birth to Jim while flecing the Japanese
invasion of Manila. Jim's father, Lt. Robert Chesher, survived the Bataan
March and three years as a POW, but was among thousands of prisoners
lost at sea near the war’s end. In 1947, Melita emigrated with Jim to the
United States, so that he could enjoy the benefits of American citizenship.

Jim’s mother remarried, had a daughter, and the family settled into the
now idealized American life of the 1950’s. Jim received his B.A. in English
in 1964 from San Jose State, a teaching credential the following year, and
began teaching at a local high school. In 1969, he left teaching to pursue
graduate studies in philosophy at U.C. Santa Barbara, completing his M.A.,
in 1972. From 1975 until 1990, Jim was an adjunct instructor at Santa
Barbara City College, and for several years at Antioch College, while working
full time as a partner in Pacific Painting Company with Bob Latham,

a former classmate in philosophy.

Since 1990, Jim has taught full time at SBCC, including Study Abroad
programs in Florence with Ed Inks (1997) and China/VietNam with

Peter Haslund (1999). He has served as the Social Science Division Chair,
on the Board of the Instructors Association, as Social Science Division
Senator on the Academic Senate, and faculty advisor to the SBCC
Philosophy Club.

For several years, Jim co-hosted the IDC Faculty Colloquium with Manou
Eskandari. In 1997, Jim, Joe White, and Sasha Jokic founded the Center
for Philosophical Education and STOA, an international, undergraduate
journal in philosophy. Jim has co-authored two books with Tibor Machan
and has published essays, letters, book reviews, and poetry in various
books and periodicals.

Jim has three daughters: Jill, Kim and Ashley, a son, Gabriel, and five
grandchildren. Jim’s wife, Victoria, without whom he would never manage
a social life, remember birthdays, or match shirt with tie, is his closest
friend and soul-mate. This summer they will celebrate their 39th
wedding anniversary.

About the Lecture

In his novel The Sunday Philosophy Club, Alexander McCall Smith features
Isabel, a woman of independent means who, in her leisure time, edits a
journal of applied ethics, but is otherwise engaged in, and reflective about,
life and times in contemporary Edinburgh. One morning, while having
breakfast and reading of yet another scandal involving someone in public
office, Isabel says to her companion and housekeeper, Grace:

“Shocking. ..I can't remember when exactly it was that it became all
right to lie in public life. Can you remember?” Grace could.
“President Nixon started it. He lied and lied. And then it came across
the Atlantic and our people started to lie too. That's how it started.
Now it's standard practice.” Isabel had to agree. People had lost
their moral compass, it seemed, and this was just a further example.”

Whether we have in fact lost our moral compass or ever had one to begin
with, is open to question, but it certainly does seem as though the world
is morally adrift, if the daily reminders of corruption in politics, religion,
commerce, and the apparent decline in ordinary human civility are

any evidence. And so, as always, there is no better time than the present
for philosophy.

This lecture will offer some philosophical background to inform and
provoke intelligent thinking and discussion about the moral life and our
present moral condition. It is intended to arouse the slumbering Socrates
in each of us, but not, one hopes, in the manner of a rude awakening.
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